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Akiva's letter
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We created a website *,, put on a show, and a movie about
us is about to come out, but we have so

much more to tell. We decided that the best thing to do is to
write a book, which will be comprised of four parts. Each
of us will write her personal story, and together we will get
our true story out, with each of us presenting her point of
view. That is how this book was born. An authentic story
of four women and one man who despite everything, did
not give up on love.

* www.danielambash.info
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and to hate not only their father but also their mother who
continues to love their father, who make them frustrated,
desperate, and hopeless. It is interesting to note that when the
State does that, it is not considered brainwashing and mental
enslavement, but sobering... and the most important thing
is the policeman who got the medal, the social worker who
was promoted, the judge who got a certificate of excellence
from feminist organizations, the ICVC who got the Speaker
of the Knesset’s Award, the press who gets scoops, and
everyone makes a living.

We appealed to the Supreme Court, who allowed us visits
and conjugal visits with Daniel. We sat in court. I very
much wanted to respond to the lies of the prosecution, but
the judge shut me up. He got a secret document from the
Incest Committee, a committee of social workers, a document
that said we could not meet with him since we were “his
victims”. Even our lawyer was not allowed to see what this
was about, because it is a secret document. The judge added
without hesitation that he could discontinue our phone calls
with Daniel...

And now, sitting on the bench, we ask each other what to do,
what will be? How will the world know our real story, four
woman from different cultures, with rich life experiences,
determined, who decided to live together with one man, how
will our children get the real story of how we lived together?

Only we, who built the home, can tell how it really was there.
Our cry is deep and painful, nested deeply in our hearts and
will not give us rest- until the truth is told.
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strengthened his status among the household members...”

Daniel was sentenced to a harsh punishment, 26 years in
jail. The prosecution appealed and asked for 65 years, and
all this without one shred of evidence, no injured party.

Does a woman in a “civilized society” have to think “like
the system”, or she will be tagged a prostitute or sex slave?

Who decided that women supply sexual services and don’t
demand sexual services?

Who uses the term “feminism” and causes the oppression of
women by preventing them to live as they choose?

Is it okay to decide in the name of “paternalism” what is love?

How is it possible that the same judges that call us “clever
and smart” decide we are “sex slaves” just because we chose
to love the same man together?

Is it possible that the courts will prosecute a man for raping
his wife when she testifies sexual relations based on love?

The judges in Jerusalem determined that the State of Israel
does not need proof to convict a man of rape, and doesn’t
even need a woman to claim she was raped. They decided to
reinvent us as women who were raped, and supplied sexual
services under duress. That is how they frame people in
Israel: narrow minded zealous, money-grabbing, headline
seekers play with people’s lives, separate siblings, isolating
each sibling in a different institution, sending children to
destructive lives in boarding schools, incite them against
their parents, teach them to be embarrassed of their origins,
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even though several times during the trial the judges and the
attorney said I am an intelligent and well spoken woman...;
... so clever, the most outstanding student, with multiple and
rare abilities, who could easily be the Chief Rabbi’s wife.

With unbearable ease and without any professional opinion
or psychological testing, the judges decided that despite the
fact that we are all independent, clever and intelligent; we
are naught other than “a peloton of brainwashed people”.
The judges chose to convict only on the basis of the five
witnesses for the prosecution, who recanted their testimony,
and ignored completely all 16 witnesses for the defense. The
judges even wrote about the defense witnesses in a general
manner that: “... they were all cut from the same cloth of
family members and often were partners themselves in the

punishment he practiced.”

When they said “Cut from the same cloth”, did they mean that
anyone who visits in our home is also a victim? Or maybe
an accessory in crime? If so, why weren’t they called in for
questioning and indicted?

For example, when Dvora, a witness for the defense testified
in court that she lived with us with her four children for six
months, and that she liked the family and Daniel is a good
father and nice and righteous man who never acted violently,
the judges wrote in their verdict that “she is apparently an
accomplice and is herself involved in the punishments that
Daniel used, and was cut out of the same cloth as the family
members, and that her positive impression of Daniel only
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say the witnesses are “brainwashed victims”, or if they
went over to the prosecutor’s side they were “brainwashed
victims that sobered up”, or if they switched sides and then
went back to the defense and said they lied then they are
“victims in the process of rehabilitation”. In any case, the
witness is a victim and the credibility of his testimony is
decided upon by the prosecutor. No defense lawyer can deal
with this system. Thus for example, when Aliza explained
for five months that she determines how things work in her
relationship with Daniel, they claimed that she was under
“mental influence”, and “her head was turned around”, and
she is, without a doubt, “brainwashed”. They threatened
her during the interrogations that until she “sobered up” and
understand what they are telling her, she will not see her
daughter, and will not get her back. Later, under the pressure
of the investigation and emotional manipulation put on her
by her mother and daughter, she skipped between different
versions and couldn’t remember key details in any one of
them... Nonetheless, the judges determined that it did not
matter that her versions were contradictory, because she is
“in rehabilitation”, and she should be allowed consideration
and her testimony should be accepted as is. On the other
hand, when they found my twelve-year-old journals they
asked me to interpret things, rejected my answers all out,
and decided on interpreting things exactly the opposite from
my intentions. For example, when I wrote a prayer to G-d
“Save me, Save me” which I copied from the books of Rabbi
Nahman from Breslev, they used that as a type of evidence
that I was in distress in my life with Daniel. They did not
allow me to explain myself since I was “brainwashed”,
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accept the theory regarding the existence of mental control
over another person...”. The Supreme Court also rejected
the petition by the ICVC, who tried desperately to return the
charge of enslavement in Goel Ratzon’s case.

Despite this precedent, the judges in the Jerusalem County
Court convicted Daniel on the charge of enslavement and
mental captivity, since they had a problem: if they don’t
convict him on the charge of ‘enslavement’, then the whole
indictment falls apart since it was all based on this charge.
It is important to understand that once the whole family is
defined as slaves and mind washed without an individual
opinion, everyone is considered a victim, and automatically
the head of the family is considered a “cult leader”, and

Usually, when a woman complains about a man to the police,
her first version is spontaneous and therefore the most
credible. The first version is the deciding one, if the woman
recants, says she lied, her second testimony is unacceptable.
In our case, no woman complained. Moreover, the judges
had to even admit in the verdict: “It has been proven that all
members of the family appeared at the initial investigations
as one with a unified version denying all of the allegations
against Daniel.”

When the prosecutors drew their card “mental slavery”, they
succeeded in misleading the judges. The system of the “
victim witness” or “mental witness” enabled the prosecutors
and the judges who decided to convict in any case, to achieve
convictions, even if the prosecutor’s testimonies are full of
contradictions and different versions, they could always
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real or tangible, they made up an accusation and called it
“modern slavery”, fruits of collaboration between the ICVC,
the police, the welfare department, and the prosecutor’s office.
Daniel is the only one in Israel, maybe in the world, ever
convicted on the charge that he has supernatural powers and
charismatic powers that he can enslave other people’s minds.
Not a physical enslavement, but a “mental enslavement”. It
is unbelievable that in the 21st century a man is accused of
using mystical powers, like in the times of the Inquisition.

Even in the Goel Ratzon case, the man who had more than
32 women and was arrested in January 2-1- on charges of
enslavement, polygamy, and rape of his daughters, which
was the only case in Israel in which they wanted to convict
a man for enslaving his family, he was not convicted on
the enslavement charge. His case was completely different
from ours: They believed in him, that he was a healer, they
worshipped him and they called their children in his name,
each of the women tattooed his image on wide areas of her
body, and they had a rule book which defined proper behavior
and what the punishments would be for not acting according
to his will. They all lived with him in the same house. When
he was arrested, most of them left him and testified against
him, and he also admitted some of the charges. Despite
all of this, the “enslavement” charge collapsed completely.
As can be learned from the verdict in his case, the judges at
the county court in Tel Aviv determined that the theory of
“mental enslavement” created by the experts at the ICVC
was not credible, not scientific, not accepted in the world or
in professional circles, and determined: “There is no place to
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court cancelled the charges against us and only left that our
meetings with Aliza were against a legal order, and forbid
us to see each other. Today, we understand that this deal too
was an exercise by the prosecutor, because his goal was to
convict Daniel of the same charge.

In Daniel’s trial, which was held simultaneously, with a
different set of judges, in the same Jerusalem County court,
with the same prosecutor, Sagi Ofir, with the same witnesses,
with the same charge, which was proven to be a false story
and was erased from the records, and against all criminal
laws- the judges Jacob Saban, Refael Carmel, and Rebecca
Friedman convicted Daniel.

In October 2013, in their ruling against Daniel, the judges
wrote: “A civilized society cannot tolerate a way of life like
that created by the defendant, with multiple wives”.

And since we are more than one woman, they decided we
were female slaves, and since female slaves have no free will,
then sexual relations with us are considered non-consensual,
and that is how they succeeded in convicting Daniel as a
serial rapist.

In order to prove the theory of “possession under conditions
of slavery” that Dr. Green invented, we were subject to violent
police interrogations and intrusive and insulting questions
about our sexual relations, because they wanted to prove
forcefully sexual exploitation and humiliation. Their strategy
was clear. It is not possible that a woman would share her
man with five other women, unless he bewitched her and uses
hypnotic suggestion on her brain, and since they had nothing
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completely ignored my testimony, and thus manipulated me
into “helping” them.

Six months after Daniel’s arrest the police saw that despite
the “treatment” at the battered women'’s shelter, despite the
beatings, pressures, threats, and curses in the interrogation
rooms, [lana, Kary, Azamra, Shiran and myself, did not give
into their lies. They decided to put all us, except for Kary,
in the Neve Tirza Prison. Despite being a witness for the
defense, she was the only one not imprisoned because her
daughter Anastatsia threatened the head of the investigation
team Asher Lizmi, that if her mother goes to jail, she will
not testify against Daniel.

We sat in prison on a very heavy charge, about which we were
not even questioned: child rape. Conviction could lead to a
sentence of at least fourteen years. The state’s attorneys tried
to tempt us by saying: “If you sign that you were Daniel’s
victims, you will immediately be released from prison!”
We sat for a whole year because we were not prepared to
give in to the lie, and we insisted on waiting for trial so they
could bring the evidence against us. Since they couldn’t
find any, they subpoenaed Timna, Sammy, and Aliza- their
witnesses against Daniel, to bear witness against us. They
contradicted each other and themselves, and were unable
to answer even basic questions. It was so obvious that the
witnesses were lying, that we were released the very same
day. The judges reprimanded the prosecutor, Sagi Ofir, who
was, not coincidentally, the same prosecutor in Daniel’s case,
that he had better sort the whole thing out immediately and
that these women should not sit one moment in prison. The
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and forging of his signature, she played dumb and acted as
if she didn’t know what he was talking about. When the
defense attorney showed the court a tape made by private
investigators that proved that she and her childhood friend
and big brother, forged checks in an amount of a quarter of
a million shekels, Aliza did not know what to say. Despite
this, the judges chose to ignore the fact that an ineligible
witness sits before them. That must be the way it works
when you decide to prosecute someone no matter what, even
if there is no evidence against him and truthful testimony
is not important...

The crumbling of Aliza’s testimony as a witness for the
prosecution is a turning point in the story because she was
the only woman among us who became a witness for the
prosecution and got benefits as a witness for the State.

Despite this whole house of cards, built on perjury after
perjury (each witness recanted his or her testimony at some
point after this and admitted to having lied) there is not any
evidence to prove the charges against Daniel. Actually,
evidence proving his innocence, like the police tapes and the
beatings we got in the interrogations, was destroyed, made
to disappear, or not recorded at all.

To my detriment, the police found twelve-year-old notebooks
where | jotted down dreams, fantasies, imaginary things, and
prayers. They gave their own interpretations to what I wrote,
which were actually diametrically opposed to the truth, and
despite the fact that the judges said the weight of the journal
would be decided according the writer’s explanation, they
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Actually, Aliza was very strong in her war to prove Daniel’s
innocence, so much so that they ended up using the weight
of the whole of “Jerusalem Yamar” (Central Police Unit in
Jerusalem- in charge of interrogations and intelligence in
major crimes). They used different techniques: threats,
screaming, degradation, flattery, and bribery. They scared
her by saying she wouldn’t see Batya, hers and Daniel’s
daughter, and explained her what she needed to say in order
to save herself, otherwise she would sit in jail for years,
because Anastasia, Kari’s daughter, was prepared to testify
that she raped her “under Daniel’s orders”. They also let
her have a taste of a few days in solitary confinement in
Ma’asiyahu Prison.

Aliza held out for a long while, yelled at the investigators,
posted clips on YouTube in which she talked about the
police corruption and the lies they were forcing her to tell.
Unfortunately, she weakened five months later because they
told her that Daniel would never get out of prison, and it
would be a shame if she lost both her daughter and her life.
Her older siblings, with her mother’s cooperation, knew
she couldn’t live without a man and tempted her using a
childhood friend who was several years younger than her
and who had lived the past few years in the United States.
They convinced him to come back to Israel to complete the
mission. He began courting her and got her pregnant. The
distance from here to becoming a witness for the prosecution
was short. At this point, the police had victory at their hands.

In her testimony in court, when the defense asked her if
she had any connection to theft of the Daniel’s checkbook
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that thirteen year old Akiva (Daniel and Ilana’s son) played
immodest games with his two little brothers. The police
Jumped at the story. Similar to Sammy’s case, they threatened
Akiva that if he did not testify against his father, he would
be charged with raping his younger brothers. After a lot of
pressure, Akiva became a witness for the prosecution against
his father, and was considered the most reliable witness by
the courts. A few months later, he sent a detailed letter to
the Supreme Court in which he recanted his testimony, and
provided details about how attorneys Sagi Ofir and Lizo
Wolfos, together with the children’s investigator Micah
Haran, threatened him that if he didn’t testify against his
father, he would sit in jail in his stead, and taught him what
to say in his testimony. He also explained that they were
the reason he tried to commit suicide.

The Department of Welfare declared publicly that in the
“Ambash” case, there was successful cooperation between
the police, the ICVC, the prosecution, and the social workers.
This was a golden opportunity for the Department of Welfare
to kidnap children from their parents, to send them to boarding
schools, and to get huge allocations for each child they hold.

The police identified the weak spots, failings, and sensitivities
of each of the interviewees in the interrogations, and tortured
each accordingly. With Aliza they had an advantage: her
mother worked for them and put all possible pressures on
her to convince her to divorce Daniel, whom she loved
so much; furthermore, one of Aliza’s relatives is a police
investigator in the Jerusalem Region and she also pressured
Aliza’s mother to convince her to give in to the investigators.
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happened, even if he wasn’t there and didn’t know about
it- we were shocked to discover that on the

basis of this story, they built an indictment that sits well
with one of the characteristic of a profile of a cult leader:
child abuse. Daniel was convicted of “sodomy”, for a crime
that may not have occurred, and if it did, all of the evidence
indicates that he was not present while it was committed.
Moreover, Sammy testified that had his father been home,
he would have protected him and not let something like
this happen. We sent the tape of Sammy’s conversation
with the police to a sound expert who investigates evidence
admissibility, we were surprised to discover that the police
committed a criminal act: They edited the tape and cut out
the words: “Daddy’s not home”. In the interrogation room
they threatened Sammy that he was suspected of raping his
six year old sister and that if he didn’t cooperate, he would sit
in jail fourteen years. In this manner, they were able to plant
different versions, detail after detail on the basis of this story
and got to a long story with twenty charges against Daniel.

The police still needed more witnesses from within the house
to create “credibility” and corroborate the story. Anastasia,
Sammy’s eighteen and a half year old sister, Daniel’s step
daughter, was disappointed that none of Daniel’s sons
wanted to marry her because she was known to be a liar and
someone who ‘“changes boyfriends like socks”, and therefore
she quickly decided that it would be more beneficial to her
to accept the police bribe and help them and influence the
others to testify against Daniel. She told the police that there
was a rumor in the house about a week before the arrest
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never and will never love a man in my life.” With Daniel in
front of her, hands and feet chained, in prison garb and with
guards around him, she stupidly revealed her motive when
she told the judges that she is still hurt because she heard
that Daniel once said her teeth were not pretty.

The FECRIS ideology is that a “cult” is a dangerous place
for children, and that cult members are not legally competent
and should have their children taken from them. Therefore,
Dr. Green coached the police investigators that they need to
prove that the children were sexually abused, and they should
use any means necessary to prove it, as hard as they may
be. From lack of evidence, they found a rabbit to pull out
of the hat- the same phone call Sammy made to the police,
the one we mentioned earlier and will now expand upon:

Sammy was a mischievous boy and he liked to sneak into
the girls” dorms and peak in the showers. Once he touched
six-year old Batya (Daniel and Aliza’s daughter) on her
lower parts above her clothes. Aliza got very upset and
made a dramatic claim that Sammy raped Batya. When
Daniel wasn’t home, a friend of Sammy’s older brothers, a
24 year old , American bully type came and heard Aliza’s
hysteria. He began to threaten Sammy that he would shove a
broom pole in his rear end “to teach him a lesson”. Sammy
didn’t want to come out a sucker, so he called the police.
Three hours later, the police called to see what was going
on, and when they understood that everything was alright
they ignored the call. A month and a half later, under the
guidance of the ICVC and under the theory that the “leader
of the cult” is exclusively responsible for everything that
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that Channel Two edited, produced, and aired about us. She

(13

heaped praise on our family and our way of life: “... I've
been in a lot of groups, and here I felt that this was a place

of people of the truth and that I don’t want to go...”

Four months later, while watching the show and hearing the
presenter say: “More women are on the way to Ambash...”
her pathological jealousy exploded and she called the
ICVC who instigated the program and participated in it.
She wrote to Rachel Lichtenstein, the director, and said
she needed help. Lichtenstein invited Timna to a meeting.
Timna was homeless and had an open criminal file for
theft. Lichtenstein jumped at the opportunity that befell her,
took advantage of Timna’s weaknesses, and promised her
financial and emotional support. She set up a meeting with
police investigators from Jerusalem, and they took her to a
hotel on the Tel Aviv coastline. The police investigators did
not document the meeting, and used her burning desire for
revenge to fabricate a story that the ICVC can fit to a “cult
profile”: 1. Sexual exploitation 2. Financial exploitation 3.
Child rape 4. Sex with animals 5. Contempt by eating feces,
and more. The police investigators broke every law possible,
and even promised Timna an apartment, and also gave her
bribe money. A year later, Timna was the prime witness in
court and she said: “I was in shock that Rachel Lichtenstein
passed this on to the police, I didn’t think this would get
to the police, they were just words I said and I didn’t want
this to have consequences but she said that I had no choice.”
It was important to Timna to emphasize her total love for
Daniel in court, and she said: “I loved Daniel like I have
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Timna was a 19 year old girl from a religious family.
According to her, her mother suffered from schizophrenia and
was hospitalized in mental hospitals, her father of Yemenite
descent, was a head of Yeshiva, and was involved in a famous
case where he was accused of being married to several women
simultaneously; at some point he left the house and divorced
her mother. She also said that her uncle sexually abused her
when she was a child. She was thrown to the streets, grew
up in boarding schools, and dreamed of becoming a model.
At a young age, she tried different drugs, and dealt. One
day, Kary, Daniel’s second partener about whom you will
read later, met Timna in downtown Jerusalem, and Timna
asked to accompany her to Chanukah candle lighting. Timna
enjoyed her visit with Kary, and continued their relationship
via phone calls and the occasional meals at our house. We
couldn’t imagine that she would develop an “obsessive love”
for Daniel. Timna insisted unequivocally that she “marry”
Daniel as his seventh partener, an idea that scared him very
much, and therefore he requested Kary cease inviting her
to the house. Nonetheless, Timna showed up, and with no
shame, took Daniel for a discussion in which she told him
that she could only be happy with him, and demanded that
he “marry” her immediately. Daniel did not want to hurt
her, and rejected her by claiming that he did not have any
intentions to be with any more women. Timna left the house
in a rage, and while obsessively kissing the Mezuzah she
repeatedly said through her teeth: “You will regret this...”

Nevertheless, she continued coming to our performances
and enthusiastically interviewed for a television show “360”
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Sharona ben Moshe, who presents herself as “legal consultant
for the ICVC?”, is involved in the famous extortion case
of Rabbi Nir Ben-Artzi and was the girlfriend of one of
the partners in crime, Simon Katorza. For three years,
they imprisoned Rabbi Ben-Artzi in different apartments
in Tiberias under difficult conditions, took control of his
assets and gave phony messages to the donors of his NPO.
In this manner they fraudulently received funds. They fed
him bread and margarine, and after forcing him to drink a
liter of vodka, they made him sign a document in which he
admits having sexual relations with sheep and other animals.
In order to shift public attention and to cover her ties to the
kidnapping and extortion, Sharona ben-Moshe became the
“spokesperson” for the ICVC and fed false information to
the press against “cults”, and Nir Ben-Artzi was one of the
first ones attacked. In the end, during their trial, the deceit
was revealed; they were sentenced to jail, public service,
and a fine.

It is interesting to note that in our case, the police succeeded
in turning Aliza into a witness for the state after making
great efforts over five long months and after “treatment” at
the ICVC, Aliza began inventing hallucinatory stories, and
slowly improved on them, until a year later she began to say
that in the “cult” she was forced to have sexual relations with
horses, snakes, spiders, mice, and cockroaches...

Rachel Lichtenstein, director of the ICVC, is a zealous,
extremist Haredi woman and she felt she won the lottery
when she brought forward her first witness, Timna.
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When the police called back and understood everything was
okay, they did not even bother to come. A month and a half
later, one of the boys saw a strange wooden box behind the
closet and ripped it out. He couldn’t know that it was a
police wire. When he opened the box to see what it was, five
undercover cops swarmed the house yelling that everyone
is under arrest. Chief prosecutor Lilach Ranan admitted in
county court that the arrest was not planned, but they had
to arrest us since the listening devices which were supposed
to help gather evidence were exposed. (Just to remind you,
three years of close and intense surveillance yielded nothing).

The Jerusalem Police understood that their only way to get
the court to extend our arrest was to mark us as a “sadistic
cult”, in which all of the family members are brainwashed
slaves and sex slaves, and that the father of the family is no
less than “the biggest criminal in the country” “the Satan
from Jerusalem” “Head of a sadistic cult” as he was called in
the media. In order to further their investigation, the police
appointed the Israel Centre for Victims of Cults as “expert
consultants” in the case against us. The ICVC provided the
police with points of emphasis for the investigation and a list
of questions for the interrogations. The police, in turn, sent
them witnesses for bribing and “treatments” (i.e. to convince
the people that they are indeed cult victims). Naturally, the
police did not bother to check the credibility of the center
or its active members, did not investigate the identity and
quality of the “experts”, their past, their personal issues
and the millions in donations that they pocket under false
pretenses and fraud.



E 37

As opposed to other cases in which the police have a thread
of evidence to make arrests and base indictments, in our
case they had nothing. They could not even arrest us for
“polygamy”, because we were not formally married.

The slanderous articles in the newspaper and television came
from Aliza’s family, the fifth p ,;.ener. In the early years, we
had excellent relations with her family, who visited often
since they lived close by. Their relationship with Aliza and
our family went south when Aliza decided to stop helping
them financially because she felt that it was already too
much after having giving them no less that eighty thousand
shekels. They became violent when she refused to give in
to their pressure, and ambushed us outside of our house with
sticks and stones, cursed us and broke windows in the house
until the children nearly got hurt- it could have ended in
disaster. Her older brother, a criminal known to the police,
threatened to kill Daniel and the children and burn our house
down. Aliza did not give in and told them they went too far.
She went to the police, filed a complaint, and demanded a
restraining order. They apologized for their behavior, but
simultaneously turned to the Israel Center for Victims of
Cults, the press, and the police. So it happened that in 2008
the investigation began: surveillance, bugging, investigators,
undercover activity. All of their efforts were in vain.

Three years later...

Sammy, Daniel’s fourteen year old stepson, called the police
because “Dad isn’t home and a friend of my brother’s older
brother is hitting me”. Even this was not cause for arrest.
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in March, 2011 revealed that the questionable “Centre”
is actually a fake NPO working against religious streams
which are unacceptable to them, and attacks any group of
people who act in a way they don’t like. The organization
comprises two women and one doctor: Rachel Lichtenstein,
Sharona Ben Moshe, and Dr. David Green.

The European Interreligious Forum (EIFRF) published
that the ICVC is actually a branch of FECRIS (European
Federation of Centres of Research and Information on Cults
and Sects), an ‘anti-cult’ organization existing in over thirty
countries comprised of small NGOs often comprised of only
two to three people in each country.(www eifrf-articles.org)

FECRIS vice-president Alexander Dvorkin, a Russian
citizen who is actively involved with the Russian Orthodox
Church, explains the organization’s anti-cult principles:
“The Christian Orthodox faith is the original (...) a sect
is a fake, something forged, something tawdry.” Dvorkin
also attacked the Muslim faith on several occasions and
announced: “Either Mohammed suffered from a disease
and it was a delirium vision; or it was demonic obsession.”

Human rights experts worldwide strongly criticize FECRIS
for their use of hate speech and their spread of intolerance
in society against minority religions. A representative of the
United Nations for Freedom of Religion said “there seems
to be a negative and derogative connotation to the term
“cult”. This approach is evidence of a tendency towards
generalizations, discrimination, and rejection, an approach
which damages freedom of religion and harms basic defense
of human rights” .
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the country. We were not allowed to leave, have a phone,
or contact each other. Two armed policemen would come
to take each of us in a police car to exhausting and violent
interrogations.

They deprived us of our freedom to live and destroyed
everything we had built over fifteen years.

Preceding this unbelievable arrest, we had the best lives
imaginable; we couldn’t understand how to live differently.
We lived interesting, exciting, adventurous lives. Areligious
Breslev family with ties to Rabbi Israel Ba’ar Odeser,
known as “ha Saba” (the grandfather), possessor of the
famous Rabbi Na Nah Nahma Nahman from Uman note
in Jerusalem. Our family was a special, non-conventional
family- six friends who loved one man sounds odd, but there
are many odd things in this world. And some people may
find it hard to understand, but we got along pretty well and
the problems that we had were ‘normal’ problems like in
every household. That is why we were so shocked by our
arrest. We couldn’t imagine there is someone who wants
to hurt us so much. Who were we bothering? What law did
we break? Why would anyone care how we chose to live
our lives? It was not clear to us who stood behind this and
why. As time passed, the truth was revealed...

The plot against us was planned by “The Israel Centre for
Victims of Cults” (ICVC) who tagged us a “dangerous cult”
in the press in order to justify its existence and to enable the
continued laundering of donation funds.

An exposé published by the newspaper “Yediot Ahronot”
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Tower of cards

On our conference call this morning with Daniel who spoke
from jail, he told us that the social worker from the Israeli
Prison Service threatened once again that she would prevent
him from calling us.

The four of us sat at the park on our way to a meeting with
the director of the documentary film about us. We squeezed
ourselves onto one bench: Ilana, Azamra, and me, Aderet.
Daniel is on the line with us. Missing him, worried, and
unsure what to do, constantly scared that our one line of
communication will be cut off.

We have been living like this for the past four years.

The park was desolate. We haven’t heard children’s laughter
for a long time. They took them too.

They shut us up with a gag order, they prevented us from
expressing ourselves and protesting, but the lies against us
flooded the public via the press.

For many long months, the police forcefully closed us off
separately, in different battered women’s shelters all over
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Whoever is concerned about closely examining the Israeli
penal justice system —and all the spheres that in principle are
at its service- will see first of all that its norms have little to
do with Biblical norms. This is the first point of disillusion
for the Diaspora. Jewish thought however did not wait for
Beccaria to elaborate rules for the conditions of testimony,
the obligation that witnesses be honest, the fairness of the
investigators, the gravity of a false accusation, the corruption
or integrity of the judges. Suffused with nostalgia after the
occupation of the Land of Israel by the pagan empires, the
daily prayer of Judaism —the Shemoneh essrehS- requests
of God : « Restore our judges as of old ».

Georges-Elia Sarfati

University Professor

Former associate professor at the Universit y of Tel Aviv
Member of the Elie Wiesel Institute (Paris)

Supervisor of instruction (psycho-traumatology) at the
Faculty of Medicine of Paris,

And at the Sigmund Freud University (Vienna).

Director of the French School of Existential Analysis and
Therapy (logotherapy) V. Frankl

5 Literally the « Eighteen » (blessings).
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I say ‘’national failure” because the very manner in which
this affair was sewn up, spread by the media and settled,
essentially accuses all the parties that played a role in it,
either closely or from afar. A national failure finally because
preparing public opinion for it attained no less considerable
effects than those obtained by the propaganda of the worst
dictatorships. A country’s justice is too serious a matter to
be abandoned to the experts alone.

This book, written by Daniel Ambash’s four companions,
attests to the interior of the history of their family and to
the manner in which ---in a highly murky police, media,
and judicial context-- the state put a sudden, destructive
stop to the way of life that they had chosen for themselves
together. This is an essential document that tries to bring to
public knowledge a truth that has been buried. It would be
to the honor of the artisans of iniquity that it might strike
them into recognizing that they went astray by sending an
innocent man to prison. Beyond their own situation, their
testimony warns us against the arbitrary act that might, one
day or another, knock at our own door.

The witnesses who were forced into silence, like the citizens
of the country or the world who are concerned about what
are the true values of democracy are the only investigators
and the only judges who should prevail in the face of so
much stupidity, manipulation and arbitrary violence, of
moralism, of criminal conformism and of a blind will to do
right. They have the right to be angry as I am, and to ask
for an accounting as I do. They have the right and even the
duty to demand the truth.
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other hand, the fact of expressing one’s disagreement with
the those in charge of the state’s security is viewed with
disfavor. Most adopt a posture marked by blind confidence
—quite sentimental confidence in those who « guard our
gates »- because criticizing the institutions of the State of
Israel in the name of the values of Judaism or Zionism is
felt as a form of transgression, or of moral treason. That is
because people keep silent, or cover their faces, because the
worst may come, and in fact the worst is taking place. Israel
is a blindly conformist society, which is not surprising when
one considers the acuity of the talmudic mentality.

In order to explain certain events of great magnitude —like
the Shoah for example- the historians tend to divide up
among two schools: those who think that the genocide was
the result of an absolutely intentional process, and those
who think that it was the consequence of a combination of
initiatives, which ended up in a functioning overall operation.
The first school are called intentionalists, the second school
are called functionalists.

The trial of Daniel Ambash, in view of the miserable manner
in which the investigation had been conducted, and the
crudeness of the conclusions which underlay the verdict,
we might raise an analogous question : Was this enormous
judicial error the fruit of an entirely intentional process,
ordered by a master hand at every stage of its development?
Or was it the result of a combination of small random events,
proceeding according to their own logic, and converging
finally in this immense national failure?
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Wake up, citizens of the world, and citizens of Israel : In
the 21st century, certain zones of the free world, those that
escape your glance, certain zones have not finished with
either the aberrations or the cruelties of the Middle Ages !

Furthermore, Israeli is distinguished among all societies in
the free world as one of the most given to making rules. It
is difficult to define oneself without being gently summoned
to attach oneself to a group, to a milieu. The endemic state
of war is not favorable to individualizing oneself, nor to
freedom of thought. Criticism is paradoxical in Israel : full
licence is afforded to anti-Zionism. A stale, wooden discourse
against minorities is doing well. Xenophobia is not absent.
With the advance of free market capitalism, the gaps in
economic condition are deepening without being given
attention. If the social fabric is still resistant, and relatively
stable, it is because the values of solidarity and humanity of
the Jewish tradition, are still hardy and holding on among
most of Israel’s inhabitants.

Criticism is free but it muzzles itself out of fear of adding
to the accusations of Israel’s worst enemies. It is not good
to attack the institutions of the State. The Jewish people has
suffered too much to finally have the right to reconstitute
a sovereign nation on its ancestral soil to offer itself the
luxury of challenging its authorities. So much wariness, with
profound affective roots, ends up by devitalizing the critical
function. If is commonplace to let loose one’s tongue against
the State of Israel, including in the Israeli paper most read
outside of Israel —we mean the daily Ha’aretz, very obliging
towards the themes of post-Zionist post-modernism- on the
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present at the burial of his father nor of his sister nor of his
mother. Just
one week after the burial of his father, he was able to go to
the cemetery, under heavy guard, handcuffed, in chains, kept
at a distance by eight armed guards, and not authorized to
take part in prayers.

The true guilty parties in the facts that could be established
during Daniel’s trial are still at liberty, and enjoy the protection
of the authorities. The dispersed family, condemned, is the
object of constant harassment.

Hkosk

What is a modern state, presumably democratic, in principle
the guarantor of the rights of persons, in which there are
policemen, social welfare workers, journalists, suborned
witnesses, officials of associations, prosecutors and unworthy
judges who ought to be behind bars instead of those whom
they have unjustly discriminated against and arbitrarily
condemned? Neither more nor less than a sham Republic,
the usurper of the symbols of the historic tradition of the
people that it claims to represent, and adorning itself with
the illusory finery of grand principles.

The degree of development of a state is not judged by its
ideal Constitution, nor by its enchanting Basic Laws —as
those which in Israel regulate life among its citizens : On
the contrary, it is the fate that this state imposes on its
outsiders, on its marginalized, and first of all on those that
it sentences in court.
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archaic character of common law based on inflicting grossly
punitive punishments : the deprivation of freedom that prison
represents in principle, to which is added the amoral and
vicious practice of violent manipulation of prisoners as well
as of witnesses, and the constant humiliation of the prisoner,
and the very great inadequacy of possibilities of appeal. To
these gaps which continue, is added the administration of
useless suffering characterized by mental cruelty unworthy
of contemporary ethical norms. This parameter, absolutely
deplorable, is in our eyes even worse in the case of Israel,
which can, on the other hand, in comparison with the history
of other nations, take pride in a very carefully worked out
ethical tradition based on study and example more than on
habit.

Starting with the imprisonment flowing from the sentence
pronounced against Daniel, this affair had very grave
consequences. Arié Ambash did not survive the arrest of
his son. He died in November 2011, four months after his
imprisonment. At the end of 2014, Daniel’s sister, the mother
of three children, developed cancer of the esophagus. After
eight months of struggle against the disease, she died in the
Hadassah Hospital, Ein Kerem, in Jerusalem, on 5/18/2015.
Overwhelmed by the fate offered to her son, exhausted by
grief after the deaths of her husband and daughter, Nina
Ambash, Daniel’s mother, died in Jerusalem, two months
after her daughter on 7/29/2015.

The prison administration did not allow Daniel Ambash to be
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rule on the need for a rational inquiry, to confer the value of
proof on several corroborating testimonies, obtained without
constraint, to arm oneself against false witnesses, and to
require from judges a sense of proportion, clarity of reasoning
and the most perfect sense of equity and fairness. All of these
provisions were stated in Deuteronomy, and developed in
detail in several tractates of the Talmud4. However, in the
State of Israel, modern to be sure but an heir to Ottoman
law, British law, and certain traits of rabbinic law, the time
is still far off when the ordinary citizen will be able to take
pride in living in a country where justice is just.

All that leads us to ask ourselves about the manner in which
the investigation was conducted, but also about the meaning
of the punishment. From a historical point of view, three
conceptions prevail : the punishment must be punitive
and repressive, educational or reparative. Most Western
nations tend, at least in theory, to adopt the principle of
reparative/corrective punishment, at best, that of educational
punishment. They both must open onto a virtuous circle of
rehabilitation and reinsertion into society. Repressive and
punitive punishment is more and more considered the major
trait of archaic legislation. The same necessarily goes for the
conduct of the investigation since, in principle, as in law as
well, the practice of torture and bad treatment tend to cede
to scientific investigation. In regard to the manner in which
the indictment, the trial and the verdict of the Ambash Affair
were organized, it appears that —perhaps due to the fact of the
war mentality- the State of Israel stagnates laboriously in the

4 Notably, the tractates Sanhédrin and Makot.
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Daniel Ambash and his family, before he was even arrested,
committing a media lynch which one wishes were the only
example in Israel.

Further, this book tells how the prosecutor’s office was
determined to find suborned witnesses in order to aggravate
the weight of the false accusations against Daniel Ambash,
without the least concern for verifying the facts.

Finally this book tells in what routine manner, and basically
hardly in conformity with the criteria of enlightened
justice, certain judges of the Jerusalem district were able
to pronounce, under the pressure of the media, but also by
placing confidence in their various associates, a sentence
which confirmed what organized condemnation had decided.

This book especially shows how the harmful actions of a
mafia-like association —which adorns itself supposedly in
the principle of the defense of the common good and poses
as the guarantor of the purity of family morality- having
gained in power and influence in the Land of Israel, can orient
the course of ordinary justice, and induce the subversion
of the whole system.

Added to all that at each stage, is the motive of professional
zeal and personal profit, in each case rewarded by a promotion
or by an increase in prestige. This process is first that of
marginality.

koksk

The Hebraic tradition did not have to wait for the great Cesare
Beccaria in order to codify the domain of penal justice, to
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bodies in the previous stages have furnished them. They do
their work, interrogate, evaluate, form an opinion, decide
and state the law.

This book tells how the Jerusalem police heedlessly launched
themselves into fabricating a file of incriminating evidence
based on false accusations, and how, in order to win
credibility, they did not hesitate to use violence, blackmail,
and threats, in order to extort testimonies or signed confessions
by these means, that the interested parties (adults or children
at the time of the events) subsequently contradicted, while
explaining under what circumstances they had ‘testified’
or ‘admitted’.

This book also tells how the country’s social services, firm in
their conviction that they must « dismantle a sadistic sect »,
separated the children from their mothers, imposing on the
mothers prohibiting measures, or measures restricting their
prerogatives, and about the pressures the children had to
undergo in the various institutions where they were placed.
In the case which we are dealing with, the religious children,
talented and happy to be alive, were metamorphosed into
cyncial adolescents or young adults, disoriented, severely
disturbed, drug-addicted or suicidal, avid for revenge, marked
like their father with the sign of infamy, perhaps irrecoverable.
That is probably what the social sevices in the modern State
of Israel think is successful « normalization ».

This book also tells what ruses were used by some reporting
journalists, more concerned about ratings and scandal than
accuracy, to carry out a campaign of defamation against
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culminates in systematic dysfunctioning—first involves the
degree of intimate conviction that motivates the behavior and
manner of judging on the part of the several judicial bodies
involved on all levels of the judicial hierarchy.

Each body sets to work according to the procedures that
characterize its functions. The police investigates starting
on the basis of a bundle of indications and material proofs
that support its suspicions (complaints, records, line up of
witnesses) but is capable of aiding the truth to break out
by concealing information or proofs that might introduce
doubt, by corrupting or forcing witnesses to help them
lock up a dangerous guilty individual2. The investigators
exercised pressure on the children, suggesting false memories
to them by requiring that they confirm them in writing3 !
The welfare services, «haRevahha », have full authority to
remove minors from a milieu that they view as dangerous
and the welfare services get 17 000 NIS per month for
each child placed in an institution or in a foster family. The
journalists who get wind of a scandalous affair exploit the
elements that they have available and make a lot of noise ;
the prosecutor’s office follows the normal route which is
to work on compiling evidence against the accused; the
judges, most of them former prosecutors, come into play
in the last stage, with the elements of a synthesis that the

2 Prof Boaz Sangero, a respected prof of Israeli penal law, says it explicitly. He compares
the Israeli police to horses wearing blinkers.

3 Obscene suggestions are not rare, with children of 8 and 10 years of age, at the
time of the events. Once a child has “confirmed” and “confessed”, under the threat of
complicity if he does not acknowledge it. He hears that : « Your father is a monster who
has made you into a marginal person. It is not your fault. Now we are going to protect
you". This conclusion is supposed to remove the child’s guilt. Except that today these
children have sunk into drug addiction, and in some cases, a suicidal state.
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firms. Israel registers among the highest scores of judicial
errors in the free world.

What does this penal justice resemble? What does its ordinary
functioning consist of ? As the authors of the account that
you are going to read point out, the good conduct of justice
rests on the “’good cooperation” of the police, social welfare
workers, investigators, the prosecutor’s office and the judges.
Only very normal, even desirable, at least in appearance.
Everything is as if normal, in a modern, complex society,
the fragmentation of responsibilities and the transmission
of information, through successive levels.

But in a country at war, which is the case of the State of
Israel, since its foundation, an ideology of security, partially
justified by the legitimate struggle against the terrorism of
irredentists or fundamentalists, constitutes over time a factor
of corruption of democratic life. Most likely in a stronger
manner than anywhere else in the Western sphere, the
judicial bodies obliged to presume innocence, and respect
the ethics attached to the right of the defense, place little
value on these prerequisites. A certain moral corruption
—perhaps naive- -reigns without opposition. The esprit de
corps within the police, in the milieu of investigators, social
welfare workers, in short among all those players suffused
with a sense of duty, has the incidental result of basing the
procedures on legally and morally unjustified practices, and
finally of introducing severe motives for dysfunctioning into
the judicial system.

This systemic dysfunctioning —it is not seldom that it
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However, any experienced expert —psychiatrist, psycholoqist,
physician or psychotherapist-- could eassily establish that
nothing in the conduct of Ilana, Azamra, Aderet or Shiran
attested to a state of post-traumatic shock. Curiously, no
expert opinion was ordered. Unlike victims, they do not
consider Daniel to be an agressor, neither against an adult,
nor a child. He has no reason to be in prison.

One question now must be asked however. Since the court
holds them to be victims, why did it not order that they be
protected? Why did it imprison them for one year? Why did
Society not indemnify them for all the damage that Daniel
had supposedly inflicted on them? The State of Israel had
destroyed their family.

kkosk

For its part, the Diaspora lulls itself with a sweet dream of
the Promised Land, while often maintaining an idyllic tie
with the State of Israel, its cherished child, born in a forceps
birth through the torments of History, after an exile of 2000
years. The Diaspora does not want to see, nor know what
happens there since it means opening one’s eyes to the flagrant
imperfections of the judicial institutions. If the Diaspora only
knew ! The Israeli jails are full of poor folk, alone, isolated,
out of luck, mistakenly thrown into the abyss, as the outcome
of botched investigations and hearings; lacking means. They
do not have the ability to provide themselves with a defense
worthy of the name. Lawyer’s fees are crippling. Most
prominent lawyers behave like cynical chief executives in
business, concerned above all by the profit margin of their
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their enrollment, from political organizations of which they
were militant members! The murderers, those who cut the
throats of women or children, animated by fanatic hatred of
Israel, have a greater chance of getting out, because the State
of Israel may have some interest in freeing them some day
in exchange for the remains of a dead soldier, or in exchange
for a captive. That is what happened in 2011, when Gilad
Shalit, after five years in the hands of Hamas in the cellars
of Gaza, «came home », in exchange for the release of 3000
terrorists, some of whom became recidivists.

Prisoners such as Daniel Ambash do not have the same
horizon, they cannot hope to be part of any exchange.
Daniel’s female partners : Ilana (with whom he has ten
children), Azamra (with whom he has one child), Adéret
and Shiran are forbidden to visit, under the pretext that they
themselves have been in prison. According to the indictment,
they violated the obligation imposed on them to not meet
each other or speak to each other. Having failed to comply
with this injunction, they were thrown in prison, mistreated,
threatened, and spent one year in borderline situations of
destitution and psychological and physical violence.

Through the quite peculiar prism of the Jerusalem district
court, Daniel’s partners were his first victims : he supposedly
raped them, made them into slaves constantly subject to
humiliating treatment; they and their children. Neither the
defense, nor the judges, no one, considered that the word of
these four partners —who love each other like sisters-- was
admissible, under the pretext that mentally subjugated slaves
do not have healthy judggment nor can they testify validly.
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from an illness without having been helped. The security
measures : call for help, opening the safety passages, waiting
time, verification procedure — are so slow, so exhaustive, that
you have enough time to die before having seen a physician
hardly concerned about your fate.

The rhythm, as well as the duration of visits, despite the rules,
remains at the discretion of the establishment’s director. It
is not rare that after a suicide or attempted suicide, a brawl
among prisoners, or a protest movement, the director decrees
an indefinite closure for the total population of the wing.
The last time that I visited Daniel, it was over after thirty
minutes. The new director was asserting his style by reducing
by half the duration of meetings in the visiting room, and
by diminishing visits to one every two weeks. Up till then,
visits took place every week and lasted one hour.

Flying in the face of all legal provisions and regulations,
Daniel Ambash was not authorized to meet any of his female
partners, from the beginning of his imprisonment in July
2011. He was subjected to an exceptional regime, which
constituted an offense against his most elementary rights.
But as with all the others, his telephone remains his only link
with them. « If they and you were not there », he confided
to me, « I would have killed myself ».

By comparison, the fate of political prisoners in jail for
terrorist acts and murders is more enviable than that of
common criminals. The first are better treated : They can
engage in sports, receive conjugal visits and until recently,
they had the same right to receive the salary, stemming from



behind closed doors, the prisoners live as at rest for the
instant of grace when they are no longer so constrained, but
they are so exhausted by the trip, by fatigue and by anxiety
that they don’t have the strength needed to assert a presence
that they are denied, to freely utter an audible word. Most
often, their remarks are cut off and they are ordered to stop
talking. After the court proceeding which took place in front
of them as if it had nothing to do with them, they get back on
once more, for the same long trip of deprivation : of water,
bread, air, light and speech.

Returning to jail twenty-two hours later : once again chained
and convoyed in their mobile cage, in the same conditions
as during the previous night, the prisoners traverse the
anonymous corridors to find their walls once again. The cell
is a compartment of about eight square meters, where six
men live together. Once the door is shut, they live for hours
in very close proximity. The room where Daniel Ambash is
confined has no other opening, there is no window, not even
a porthole. In summer, the atmosphere is boiling, preventing
sleep, in winter the nights are icy. Everything is planned to
produce suffering.

The common hall of the prison is the only everyday horizon :
noisy, supervised, without any space for being alone. There
is no walking outside. You never see the sky, not even from
an enclosed courtyard that might open on an open area.

It is best to stay in good health. It is best to avoid falling ill.
There is a complete absence of care. Only prisoners injured
in a brawl are brought to the infirmary, or those already dead
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hermetically closed, without a window, with just enough
space to stay seated, enclosed among three thin partitions
that do not communicate between them. The partition that
takes the place of a door and that only opens from the outside,
opens onto the very narrow corridor of the cell van, it too
in metal, distinguished by an opaque window with wire
netting. The prisoners are pushed in one by one, sometimes
after midnight, and stay there until dawn, since it takes
several hours starting from early morning to arrive at the
district court. Confined in these coffins for men condemned,
they always roll along still in chains, in the silence and the
calculated oppression of the van. In summer, they are not
given anything to drink. Often, drivers and guards, during
the stops, leave this motorized dungeon in the hot sun. In
winter, the steam and the frost darken the inside of every
cell even more. They are enclosed there for hours, having
eaten nothing before getting on board, kept that way almost
immobile, without being able to budge, without food and
without water. There is neither an air vent nor heating, just
a hole under their feet for urinating.

When they get out, with the few family members who wait
for them, it is pitiful to see these men and women, looking
out for human warmth, searching for a friendly face, raising
themselves above the rampart that their guards form around
them to perceive the movement of daily life. An unwholesome
atmosphere reigns over the passage of the troop that encircles
them. This staged show of public power is in these moments
a detail marking the violence of the state.

During the hearing, which in the Ambash affair was held



Daniel Ambash has shared for four years the lot of common
criminals, whose everyday living regime, as we perceive it
from outside, or during visits, as to what the free citizen can
know of it, says a great deal about the violence of life in
jail. We know, after Deleuze and Foucault, that despite the
juridical safeguards of the system of justice, beyond their
walls, prisons often constitute lawless zones, where a specific
order reigns, an order based on relations of strength, as well
as tacit or clandestine solidarity, and this reign is reenforced
by the arbitrary, by the ruse and by legitimized brutality.
The practical treatment of the common criminal prisoner is
constraint of the body at all times. But outside, nothing that
reaches us disturbs the general indifference. Whereas what
happens to the least of the prisoners ought to be the concern
of every citizen. What diverts the free citizen from looking
at the secret crannies of the social order, comes from the fact
that he ordinarily places confidence in his leaders or, in the
worst case, he is kept in his cruel indifference by a vengeful
state of mind according to which the legal sequestration that
prison represents is a deserved punishment, sometimes too
soft for what the prisoners have committed. In short, they
must “pay for what they have done".

Let’s linger for an instant over what it costs to live in prison,
in the modern State of Israel.

When a prisoner has to answer the summons of a court, the
convoys of the prison administration make a tour of the
prisons in every region according to each sector, gathering
the prisoners one by one. Long chains are put on their ankles
and wrists. They are closed up in a metal box that is narrow,
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so much and so well that five new women companions had
joined them. By the same impetus, this model of respectful
polygamy, based on love and consent among adults, matched
by a collective way of life oriented towards their spiritual
ideals and the spreading of the books of Rabbi Nachman of
Bratslav and his pupil, Rav Israel Ber Odesser, master of a
marginal branch of Bratslaver [Breslover] Hassidism, who
lived for more than a century (he died in Jerusalem in 1994) .
The expanded family devoted itself entirely to spreading the
lessons for life of this great mystic.

Obviously, this mode of living together, which hardly
conformed to contemporary norms, earned this group as
much sympathy on the part of their friends than suspicion and
hostility on the part of religious and secular circles, hardly
inclined to tolerate a frank deviation from the conventions
of the day: from a family based on polygamy (however,
without these being officially sanctioned marriages by virtue
of the legal prohibitions), children raised outside the current
educational system, the activities of street artists based on
sometimes rowdy performances, naively proselytizing conduct
connected with the traditional quest for contributions, to the
sale of books and disks or the free distribution of brochures
with the image of their Rabbi.

All that went through a progress and an end that are recounted
by the book written by four hands that the reader is going
to read.

kkosk
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Pavé, to [lana -- a Jewish young woman, champion of Kung
Fu in France - Daniel, shortly before the age of thirty-five,
settled down in the Jerusalem region with his young wife.
Their way of life little by little bloomed in the direction of
a choice of communal living, marked by generosity and
their very broad openmindedness towards all those, men
and women, who found a welcome as well as comfort in
their home. I had known Daniel in Paris, but the geographic
distance had detached me from him. I still remember the
feeling of sympathy that I felt when seeing their home on
a hillside on the way out of Jerusalem, every time that I
entered or left the city, on the occasion of my regular trips.

The years passed, the warm community that had developed
around Daniel and Ilana became enriched by the presence
of other friends, men and women, in couples or as singles,
while the children multiplied. A born artist, having moved
away from a great classic career, which promised recognition
and public glory, Daniel had kept since his youth his taste
for spectacles, then by mixing into his early education
that which he was gradually giving himself, in contact with
the masters of Jewish tradition, he had changed his life’s
ambition. He was now raising his own children according
to the principles of generosity, of the tradition of welcoming
and of hospitality, broadly open to society. While walking
through the streets of Jerusalem, the passersby recognize
Daniel’s family, with their performances of dancing and
singing, full of enthousiasm and devotion. Over the years, the
original couple formed by Daniel and Ilana had undergone
significant rearrangements, entered into by common accord,
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and acts of aggravated violence committed against six women
and their children, within the community that he formed with
them for more than twenty years.

Daniel Ambash, now sixty years old, has devoted himself
since childhood to art -choreography, music, and design. He
and his sister were members for several years running of
Maurice Béjart’s troupe, Les Ballets du XXé siecle and of
the Bat Dor troupe. In 1978, he founded his own company,
Le Ballet-Théatre de 1’ Arche, with Maguy Marin, his first
wife, whom he divorced in 1985. After a career crowned
with success and marked by productions one more original
and demanding than the next — the audio-visual archives
attest to that—this artist decided in 1988 to settle down
in Jerusalem. Daniel was born a Jew and his parents were
themselves artists. He spent his youth in France and his
show tours took him throughout all of Europe. In 1985, he
wished to reorient his life by coming close to the sources
of his original culture, by adopting the spiritual way of life
of the Hassidim1.

Daniel’s parents, Nina and Arie Ambash, who had come
from Bulgaria and Russia, were both pioneers of animated
motion pictures, but also were, respectively, a talented
painter and poet. In love with Paris, they first settled there
with their children, leading a bohemian life style, concerned
to transmit the spirit of freedom and creativity that had been
at the origin of their coming together.

After getting married in Paris, at the synagogue on the Rue

1 Lelecteurse reportera au site consacré a Daniel Ambash : www.danielambash.info



Introduction

Georges-Elia Sarfati
Philosopher and Psychoanalyst

In the modern state of Israel, an exemplary democracy, even
too liberal on account of the wide freedom of expression
that it provides to its adversaries as well as to its domestic
ideological enemies, the Ambash Affair has been in the news
for several years. It would be more correct to say that the vox
populi has heard so much about it and has had its fill of it,
that this case is now considered to be an understood matter,
suitable for enriching the judicial annals with a precedent
unique in the history of this young society.

Let’s recall the facts. In 2013, after two years of preventive
detention, which formed the first violation of the norms
of criminal law, Daniel Ambash was condemned by the
Jerusalem District Court to a prison sentence of 26 years, at
the end of a rushed trial with considerable media attention.
The indictment against the defendant contained no less than
18 charges, going from enslaving to regular maltreatment
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to examine all these problematic elements and to show Israeli
society that Justice is above all, even security considerations,
social stereotypes or State power. Justice is a cornerstone
of Democracy and democracy does not allow even one
tiny doubt, not a single misbehavior from State agents or
representatives, regarding the way its citizens are treated.
As the Nobel Peace Prize Laureate from South Africa, the
Archbishop Desmond Tutu once said: “If you are neutral
in situations of injustice, you have chosen the side of the
oppressor.”

Emmanouil Athanasiou

Note of the Editor: Internationally recognized human rights
activist and lawyer, Emmanouil Athanasiou has served in
several Inter-Governmental Organizations (United Nations,
EU and OSCE) as well as Non-Governmental Organizations
(MEF, FIDH, ECPM, FEMED). He was a founding member
and coordinator of the international campaign for the 2010
Nobel Peace Prize Laureate Liu Xaobo. He is considered
to be one of the most outspoken human rights advocates.
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exercise such power without any control, that it is obvious
that misconduct by State actors and miscarriages of justice
exist. In the end, the members of the Ambash family were
not protected by the law, the Akiva case demonstrates that
in the most evident manner, and his story could well be that
of a horror movie. His shocking letter should be a wakeup
call to the entire political, social and judicial system of the
State of Israel. His testimony, the allegations included in his
letter, are of paramount importance not only for the right
to due process of law but for the most fundamental right to
liberty and security of a person, of a fellow human being.
When I met him at his grandmother’s house, the amazing
artist Nina Mayo, the mother of Daniel, who was living just
across the ancient walls of the historic Jerusalem, in the
neighborhood of the artists, as it is called, I was wondering
while listening carefully to their stories, whether there is an
institutional policy of impunity in Israel or if one day the
persons responsible for the tragedy that this child lived and
experienced during his adolescence will be brought to justice.
After reading the letter of Akiva, we should exercise at least
a minimum level of intellectual honesty and admit that the
system did to this child exactly what the State accused his
father of doing: torturing him in every possible way. The
forced isolation into a psychiatric institution in combination
with forced medical psychiatric treatment reminds us of
the criminal methods used by other types of authoritarian
regimes. The way this child was treated is a dark page in a
modern history of Israeli justice. It is a total shame.

It is now up to the Appeal Court, part of the Supreme Court,
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to protect society from a danger”? When I say danger, I am
not referring to the defendants, by referring to their situation
I am definitely not implying that the responsibility lies upon
Daniel Ambash. The responsibility lies primarily on the
system which treats those women in an unspeakable manner
and marginalizes them increasingly throughout the years.
Personally, I was totally surprised that the judges decided
whether and how those 4 women, were under the mental
control of Daniel Ambash without a proper psychological
or psychiatric expert assessment, without inviting reputable
psychiatrists to examine them and to submit report in proper
and due form. I consider, that after all those years, it is quite
obvious that the intense and non-stop struggle of the 4 women,
to support the plea of their companion is the best proof that
obviously the judges are not psychiatrists and obviously
“the monster” cannot exercise his control over the women
while in prison. These are quite evident questions. I am
quite dismayed by the attitude of the legal system towards
the Ambash family. Ignorance? Bad faith? Marginalization?
Punishment? Limiting the scope of an open society?

I will not enter into the details of the case, currently pending
before the Appeal Court of Jerusalem. I will not express in
public my doubts regarding the guilt or innocence of Daniel
Ambash, I will not criticize the judgement of the District
Court as I was not present during the trial. However, what
I can definitely state is that there are so many doubts over
this case, there are so many lives broken, so many children
abused by the social workers, women being harassed by
police officers, that the State agents and representatives



as proof that State agents breached the law. I personally
contacted Mahash, Israel’s Police Investigation Unit to ask
where the internal investigations stands following complaints
of many members of the Ambash family. I saw with my own
eyes the video of the adolescent girls, Haya 16 years old,
with traces of police violence on her face and body. Until
today, this process has not moved forward leaving serious
doubts whether the Police of the Police does, indeed, take
seriously into account civil complains.

It is even more shocking that the same women, the Ambash
partners (who are considered by the judicial system of Israel as
victims of slavery, sexual exploitation, violence etc.), are also
victims of institutional violence from several fronts: police,
justice, social workers, etc. What kind of system judicial,
legal and institutional would treat victims of slavery in this
manner? What kind of society or enlightened individual
would not ask any questions regarding the handling of this
case? How is it that the prosecution had such unlimited
access to the media, when the Ambash companions did not
have any? How can a modern, civilized and open society,
as the Israeli society aspires to be, exercise its lawful right
to information, criticism, institutional control, when there is
such a biased interpretation of the law, supposed to protect the
victims, when the victims themselves do not have the right
to express themselves? That is a perverted interpretation of
the law and the reality is that today, many of the members of
the so called “sect” are in such a bad situation — as seen with
my own eyes- that one should ask himself or herself: “has
something gone wrong here” or “has justice played its role
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of the criminal charge*” That is exactly what happened in

the case of Daniel Ambash. It is not a simple assumption, it
is a matter of fact, of truth, of evidence, simply ignored by
the judges and the prosecutor whose role in all this remains
a big mystery.

The police behavior from the beginning and even several
months after the sentencing of the accused, is not only
problematic but illegal. Their acts, in the framework of a legal
process amount to torture. Allow me to remind you of some
basic rules of international law regarding torture, especially
in the framework of a legal process: article 7 of the ICCPRS?
prohibits torture or cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or
punishment and is a norm of customary international law that
also belongs to the category of jus cogens. In practical terms
that means that this rule is applicable to all States, regardless
if they have signed and/or ratified the international instrument
on torture. This is a universal principle of law applied in all
circumstances. The numerous testimonies regarding physical
violence, threats, verbal abuse, mental intimidation (the list
goes on and on) the unprofessional and illegal methods that
police agents, in other words State agents used against several
members of the Ambash family should shock the judges and
journalists and Israeli society as a whole. It should not be
treated like a minor detail of the case, it should be regarded

4 Op.idem.

5 Art1(1):..."the term “torture” means any act by which severe pain or suffering, whether
physical or mental, is intention ally inflicted on a person for such purposes as obtaining from
him or a third person information or a confession, punishing him for an act he or a third
person has committed or is suspected of having committed, or intimidating or coercing
him or a third person, or for any reason based on discrimination of any kind, when such
pain or suffering is inflicted by or at the instigation of or with the consent or acquiescence
of a public official or other person acting in an official capacity’.



It is the role of the judges to remind to Prosecutor of the
Guidelines on the Role of Prosecutors, in particular Guideline
16: “When prosecutors come into possession of evidence
against suspects that they know or believe on reasonable
grounds was obtained through recourse to unlawful methods,
which constitute a grave violation of the suspect’s human
rights, especially involving torture or cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatment or punishment, or other abuses of
human rights, they shall refuse to use such evidence against
anyone other than those who used such methods, or inform
the Court accordingly, and shall take all necessary steps
to ensure that those responsible for using such methods
are brought to justice.” Is it possible that the Prosecutor
was not aware of the multiple and repeated violations and
shameless behavior of police agents throughout this process?
Even if that was so, should he not have changed his attitude
when the defense lawyers of Daniel Ambash brought those
shocking elements before the court? I shall refer to another
fundamental principle: the prohibition on the use of evidence
obtained through unlawful means, in other words: the right
of an accused not to be compelled to testify against himself
or herself remains valid throughout the trial proceedings.
It means that “there must be an absence of both direct
and indirect physical or psychological pressure from the
investigating authorities for the purposes of obtaining a
confession. An accused who has confessed guilt after such
undue pressure must bring the matter before the competent
authorities, including the judge(s) in the trial court, failing
which he or she runs the risk of not having this undue
compulsion considered in connection with the determination
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Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) clearly underline:
“Failures and shortcomings at the stage of the criminal
investigation may seriously jeopardize the right to fair
trial proceedings and thereby also prejudice the right to be
presumed innocent™. In the mini — ratio (reasoning) part of the
judgement of Daniel Ambash, the 3 judges of the Jerusalem
District Court state clearly that “some of the investigations
were not documented, but these are negligible, especially
at the beginning of the investigation, often due to error and
sometimes due to a lack of care and attention. Though they
were some investigation failures or violence, they are not
significant and cannot cause us to discard the nature of
the investigation and its results.” This is quite a surprising
appreciation, to say the least as regards legal analysis, when
a Court of justice, composed of 3 judges, passes so rapidly
from clearly demarked red lines regarding police misconduct
in such an important case - well documented misconduct and
relevant violations, so shocking that in any other legal system
of a modern so-called “democratic State” there would have
been an institutional response- to admit the police failures
not only at the stage of investigation but also with respect
to all the other parts of the legal proceedings. As a human
rights activist and lawyer, I was extremely surprised, even
before coming to Israel and meeting different actors involved
in this case that a court simply dismissed, in one phrase,
violations that would have invalidated the process in any
other country, or at least any other democratic country with
independent and impartial institutions.

3 http://search.ohchr.org/results.aspx?k=right%20t0%20a%20fair%20trial.



circumstances, not even when a State is at war or facing
internal conflict or social unrest.

The right to a fair trial can be violated in many ways, but
as a general principle it must always be kept in mind that
the accused person must at all times be given a genuine
opportunity to answer the charges, challenge evidence
and cross-examine witnesses, and to do so in a dignified
atmosphere. Needless to say, that all information gathered
during my own independent investigation on this landmark
case, which became a media experiment and a barometer
of social attitude, showed clearly that in spite of the grave
accusations and extremely serious character of the case,
the Israeli judicial system did not guarantee the right to due
process of law in a dignified way. Media and judges behaved
as if the accused was already guilty of all the charges. Taking
into account that the major charge was slavery, one of the
worst human rights violations and a major criminal offence,
one would expect of the Israeli police and judicial system
to deal with such case with the utmost professionalism.
This was clearly not the case, as proved during the trial
several times and stated even in the judgement, from the
very first paragraphs. Except if one considers that the loss of
investigation videos, threatening the accused and witnesses,
promising gifts or exercising physical and verbal violence
are part of normal professional police conduct in a modern
State. Interrogations taking place in hotel rooms and coercing
or torturing persons under investigation is what we call
“miscarriage of justice”.

The guidelines of the Office of the United Nations High
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rights. What many have the tendency to forget is that this
particular right, consecrated by international human rights law
has a major purpose: to protect the liberty and the security of
the person, under any circumstances. Indeed, it is the right
to due process of law that guarantees people their right to
live freely, to exercise other liberties and rights freely, not
to be afraid of human rights violations such as arbitrary
detention, police violence, such as confession under torture,
and many other types of violations that we have observed
across the world.

The fundamental importance of this particular right was
recognized under international human rights instruments
adopted not only at the global level of the United Nations
but also in many regional human rights treaties like the
European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and
Fundamental Freedoms (article 6), adopted in the framework
of the Council of Europe or the American Convention on
Human Rights (article 8) adopted by the Organization of
American States. At the international level, the major role
of this particular right to a fair trial or due process of law
was highlighted by its inclusion as a non-derogable right
provided for in Article 4(2) of the ICCPR?. That means
that this special category of rights is considered so crucial
that they cannot be taken away or compromised under any

2 Article 4. 1: In time of public emergency which threatens the life of the nation and
the existence of which is officially proclaimed, the States Parties to the present Covenant
may take measures derogating from their obligations under the present Covenant to the
extent strictly required by the exigencies of the situation, provided that such measures are
not inconsistent with their other obligations under international law and do not involve
discrimination solely on the ground of race, color, sex, language, religion or social origin.
2. No derogation from articles 6, 7, 8 (paragraphs | and 2), 11, 15, 16 and 18 may be made
under this provision.



"Everyone shall be entitled
to a fair and public hearing
by a competent,
independent and impartial
tribunal established by law."

Article 14
of the International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR)'

Emmanouil Athanasiou,
Lawyer and Human Right Activist

The right to a fair hearing, the right to due process of law
is the corner stone of democracy. It is the basic pillar of a
modern State respecting, protecting and promoting human

1 International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, UN General Assembly resolution
2200A (XXI), December

16, 1966, entered into force March 23, 1976 [hereinafter ICCPR]. The Article 14 states
inter alia:"1. All persons shall be equal before the courts and tribunals. In the determination
of any criminal charge against him, or of his rights and obligations in a suit at law, everyone
shall be entitled to a fair and public hearing by a competent, independent and impartial
tribunal established by law. The press and the public may be excluded from all or part of a
trial for reasons of morals, public order (ordre public) or national security in a democratic
society, or when the interest of the private lives of the parties so requires, or to the extent
strictly necessary in the opinion of the court in special circumstances where publicity would
prejudice the interests of justice; but any judgement rendered in a criminal case or in a
suit at law shall be made public except where the interest of juvenile persons otherwise
requires or the proceedings concern matrimonial disputes or the guardianship of children.
2. Everyone charged with a criminal offence shall have the right to be presumed innocent
until proved guilty according to law".
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